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• Special Contribution • 
 

Further Studying and Carrying out the Spirit of the Important Speeches of General 
Secretary Xi Jinping and Thoroughly Promoting the Construction of the Discourse 
System of Philosophy and Social Sciences in China    p. 4 
Wang Weiguang 王伟光 
President of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, party secretary, Honorary 
Director of World Socialism Studies 
 
The soul, characteristics, style and mode of a Discourse System of philosophy and 
social sciences are products of certain development stage and reflections of maturity, 
strength and self-confidence. In some sense, the construction of such discourse 
system plays a specially significant role in the overall construction of philosophy and 
social sciences with Chinese characteristics. At present, however, the competence and 
quality of philosophy and social sciences in China has not reached the level of a 
“strong academic power”. We should thoroughly study and carry out the spirit of the 
important speeches of General Secretary Xi Jinping on philosophy and social sciences 
and facilitate the innovative development of our philosophy and social sciences with 
an enhanced discourse system; and on this basis, comprehensively promote the 
construction of the discourse system of philosophy and social sciences in China up to 
a new level. 
 

*** 
 

• The Seventh World Socialism Forum • 
 

The World System of Financial Imperialism Will Eventually Collapse p. 11 
Zhang Quanjing 张全景, Consultant of World Socialism Studies 
 
Since the 1980s and 1990s, capitalism has gained yet another development with the 
globalization of economy and development of information technologies. The global 
expansion of financial capital has brought the development of capitalism to an 
unprecedented level, forming a world system of financial imperialism. This 
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development, however, has not caused any change in the fundamental characteristics 
of parasitism and decadence at the root of such system, which is taking a step further 
towards its ultimate collapse under the impact of the financial crisis. Even thought we 
will not see it in the very near future, the tendency of such collapse is in fact 
irreversible. 
 

*** 
 
Lenin’s View on Imperialism and the Modem Globalization   p. 14 
Oleg Aleksandrovich Zimarin, Russia Worldwide Press 
 
Imperialism, the highest stage of capitalism, did not end in the twentieth century, but 
develops into a world formation. The inherent contradictions of capitalism still exist, 
and reached a new level. Because of the social revolution and social reform in 
different parts of the world (countries and regions) , these contradictions have been 
partially defeated and unprecedented success has been achieved. But we are still 
living in a transitional society, which is fully consistent with Marx’s prediction, and 
the transition from capitalism to socialism requires many generations. In order to 
achieve the transformation, we should try to understand the modem society from the 
Marxist standpoint not only of a country, but also of the globalization formed 
temporarily under the common features. 
 

*** 
 
On the Ruling Party’s Being Revolutionary or Not and the Nature of the Present 
Epoch  ..........................................................................................................................  p. 17 
Zhu Jiamu 朱佳木 
Consultant of World Socialism Studies - People’s Republic of China History Association 
 
Although the Communist Party of China (CPC) believes that peace and development 
are the epochal characteristics of the contemporary world, it does not mean that it 
has ruled out the persistent danger of war. Countless facts also demonstrate that the 
world socialist movement has not disappeared but continues to develop today. CPC is 
therefore both a ruling party and a revolutionary party. That is to say, it is a 
revolutionary ruling party, or a ruling revolutionary party. The idea of “farewell to 
revolution” and the request that CPC should “transform from a revolutionary party to 
a ruling party” are untenable in theory and harmful in practice. Such an idea and 
request may easily confuse the governance of CPC with that of bourgeois parties, 
which may lead to the abandonment of its goal and revolution tradition of serving the 
people. 
 

*** 
South African Communist Party under the Disintegration of the Soviet Socialist 
Regime          p. 22 
Gregory F. Houston, South African Humanities Research Council 
 
Socialism has been in existence for more than 100 years in South Africa, and it is still 
prosperous now. Based on the historical relationship with the ruling party-African 
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National Congress of South Africa, and the support for socialism of many people in 
South Africa, South African Communist Party has been one of the few socialist parties 
forming an alliance and ruling in consort with the ruling party in the world. In the 
current international context, South African Communist Party sets it its own task to 
promote the unity of the international working class and the unity between the 
workers and the poor people in urban and rural areas. To this end, South African 
Communist Party has been actively building the necessary international links 
(including links with the Communist Party of China)to fight for the victory of 
socialism. 
 

*** 
 
The World Socialism Forum Highlights the Influence and Leading Force of 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics      p. 27 
LüWeizhou 吕薇洲, Qin Zhenyan 秦振燕 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Marxism 
 
Since 2009, the World Socialism Forum has held seven times in eight years with 
increasing size, higher standard and growing influence. It has become an important 
platform for dialogues among global Marxists and leftists, as well as for solid link 
between world socialist political parties and organizations. The successful Seventh 
World Socialism Forum in Beijing in 2016 also made it an effective window for 
international publicity of socialism with Chinese characteristics, building a bridge for 
the world to understand the China road, the China model and the experience of China. 
Taking “Innovation of Marxism in the Twenty-first Century” as its theme, the Seventh 
World Socialism Forum is a positive response to the new world order and the new 
international and domestic opportunities and challenges, which is conducive to 
further innovation and development of Marxism. The World Socialism Forum has 
become a principal centre of analysing the present situation and future development 
of world socialism. 
 

*** 
 

• Studies on World Socialism • 
 

Castro’s Outstanding Contribution to Cuba and the Development of World 
Socialism ................................................................................................................ p. 33 
Mao Xianglin毛相麟, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Latin American Institute 
 
The Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel Castro passed away on November 25, 2016. 
Looking back at his glorious life, his remarkable contribution to the mankind falls into 
three categories. First, he set up a revolutionary model in Cuba by leading the Cuban 
people to win the social revolution, improving the populace’s cultivation, reorganizing 
the Cuban Communist Party, and building a socialist system. Second, he set up a 
revolutionary example for other Latin American countries with the most thorough 
revolution and the most resolute struggle against imperialism in the region, and led 
Cuba tomove from democratic revolution to socialist revolution. Third, he contributed 
to the development of world socialism with his adherence to scientific socialism and 
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exploration on the indigenization of socialism, and his innovative ideas in national 
independence, social justice, internationalism, opposition to imperialism and neo-
liberalism, globalization, cultivation of young people, party construction, army 
construction, education, universal health care and the fight against peaceful 
evolution.Castro will go down in history with these great achievements. 
 

*** 
 
Reflections on the Current Debate on Socialism in the United States  ... p. 40 
Yu Haiqing于海青,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Marxism 
 
At the end of 2015, heated debate about “socialism” arose when the Bernie Sanders 
advocated “democratic socialism” and “political revolution” during the election for 
presidential nomination within the Democratic Party. Most of the views and 
arguments of the mainstream ideology in the United States are based on anti-
socialism values, while the discussion on “socialism” initiated by the Communist Party 
USA (CPUSA) attracted wide attention with explication of the true meaning and 
essential commitment of socialism, the significance of socialism to the American 
society and the way of its realization. The contradiction between these two sides is a 
reflection of the dilemma of capitalist development in realpolitik. 
 

*** 
 

• Studies on World Capitalism • 
 

The Current International Financial Crisis as a Systemic and General Crisis of the 
Contemporary Imperialist Economy      p. 49 
Luan Wenlian 栾文莲 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Marxism 
 
At the stage of free competition capitalism, the law of surplus value production was 
the basic economic law; at the stage of monopoly capitalism, such basic law 
transformed into the concrete law of monopoly profits; at the stage when fictitious 
financial capital dominates, it turns into the obtaining of excessive surplus profits by 
fictitious financial capital and the act of financial plunder. The source of monopoly 
profit is not only the surplus value from real economy, but also the expropriation of 
surplus value from other capitalists and the world’s wealth through the operation of 
fictitious economy. The aggravation of deprivation at home and abroad through 
financialization as the mode of capitalist production will inevitably widen the gap 
between rich and poor and intensify the social contradiction and division. 
 

*** 
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The Brexit Referendum Marks the Beginning of Decline of the Western Political 
and Economic System        p. 54 
Ma Zhongcheng 马钟成, Maritime Security and Cooperation Institute 
 
The Brexit referendum in 2016 was essentially a capital-controlled, depoliticized 
political referendum. When the attitudes of the political parties were ambiguous, the 
mass media successfully manipulated public consciousness. Britain’s breaking away 
from EU is a serious crisis of the global neoliberal order established in the 1980s, and 
direct result of the global financial and economic crisis since 2007. In addition, the 
growing contradiction between the pound, the US dollar and the euro has further 
pushed for Britain’s separation from EU. This event will greatly stimulate separating 
forces within the EU, thus making the EU more and more a mere skeleton. 
 

*** 
 
The Death of Neoliberalism and the Political Crisis of the West  p. 60 
Martin Jacques 
Department of Political and International Studies, University of Cambridge, UK 
 
The series of temporary economic and social policies carried out under the influence 
of neoliberalism directly caused the biggest economic catastrophe in 70 years. The 
most obvious features of this catastrophe include the widening gap between rich and 
poor, intensified polarization and the overall and systemic leaning of all resources 
towards capital rather than labour. The financial crisis has raised public doubts 
concerning the ability of the ruling elite, marking the beginning of a deeper and wider 
politicai crisis triggered by neoliberalism, which is moving gradually towards “the end 
of history”. The sudden appearance of Trump who publicly advocate an anti-
globalization position might suggest that the United States will move towards 
totalitarianism characterized by abuse of power, maltreatment, slandering, 
discrimination, racism, autocracy and violence, and that the United States will become 
a heavily divided and fragmented country. 
 
 

*** 
 
Issues to Be Clarified on Trump’s Election                                                                        p. 65 
Song Lidan 宋丽丹, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Marxism 
 
The three core ideologies of the United States are racism, liberal individualism and 
anti-communism. Trump has successfully incited racism and populism, winning the 
support from those strongly racist whites. With support of the financial oligarchy, the 
military-industrial complex and the right-wing-middle class of the United States, 
Trump was elected the new president of the United States. In essence, this is not the 
choice of the American people, but the result of capital’s “choosing the less of two 
evils”. This election reflects that the democracy designed for capitalist oligarchies is 
definitely not a democracy for all the people. After Trump’s election, his position as a 
member of the super-rich class determines that his policies must be in line with the 
interests of the American monopoly capital, putting the American working class in an 
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even more difficult situation. With regard to the relationship with China, Trump 
makes no secret of his precaution and malice towards China, such that “make America 
strong again” cannot be done without full containment of China. 
 

*** 
• Studies on International Issues • 

 
The Three Changes in the Postwar World Political Structure and the Emergence of 
the “Critical Point” ofHistorical Changes.Analysis Based on the World Geopolitical 
Structure (Part I)        p. 70 
Zhang Wenmu 张文木 
Strategic Research Center, Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
 
In this paper, the author analyses the present epoch, the geopolitical structure and its 
changes, and the three changes in the postwar world political structure and the 
emergence of the “critical point” of history. It is argued that despite the great 
historical changes in the world since the October Revolution, the basic characteristics 
of imperialism have remained the same. Imperialism in the twenty-first century has 
developed from one in which “the financial capital that had ascendancy over all other 
forms of capital” to one in which the financial capital is completely dominant. After 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United States and the entire Western capitalist 
camp entered a period of rapid decline. The “critical point” of historical change 
appeared in 2016. According to historical experience, current balance between 
capitalism and socialism may well continue for twenty to thirty years, which gives 
China – if it remains to be socialist – considerably large space to rise. That is to say, 
there will be a fairly cairn international environment for the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation. It is independence, rather than the so-called “non-alignment”, that has 
brought China out of danger and takes the initiative in each great change of the world 
in the past. 
 

*** 
 
The Evolution of the DPRK Nuclear Test Event as an Inevitable Result of the Policy 
Mistakes of the United States towards the DPRK   p. 82 
Qian Wenrong 钱文荣 
China International Studies Foundation; Xinhua News Agency World Research Center 
 
DPRK’s development of nuclear weapons has its root in the United States, which 
should undoubtedly bear the main responsibility of the protracted DPRK nuclear 
issue and the intensified crisis. At the same time, DPRK, as the concerned country, 
should take major responsibility for the deterioration of the situation. Any attempt to 
resolve the DPRK nuclear issue through threat of force or diplomatic pressure 
(including increasing sanctions) is simply impossible. The only correct solution is to 
fully recognize China’s contribution to the peaceful solution and to let China continue 
to play a positive role in bringing the United States and the DPRK back to the 
negotiating table. 

*** 
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• In Commemoration of the 1OOth Anniversary of the October Revolution • 
 

Leninism as an Important Theoretical Basis for the Sinicization of Marxism    p. 89 
Li Chongfu 李崇富 
Marxism Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
 
Leninism is Marxism in the age of imperialism and proletarian revolution. As a 
development and innovation of Marxism during the practice of socialist revolution in 
the age of imperialism, it created a theory of imperialism, proposed the victory of 
socialism in one country, adhered to and developed the Marxist theory of party 
building and the theory of dictatorship of proletariat, advocated and implemented the 
“New Economic Policy” and the theory of “circuitous transition” to socialism. 
Leninism is an indispensable and important theoretical foundation for the sinicization 
of Marxism. In the great cause of the sinicization of Marxism, the Communist Party of 
China should not only unswervingly take Marxism-Leninism as the theoretical basis of 
its guiding ideology, but also adopt a scientific attitude of seeking truth from facts and 
keeping pace with the times. 
 

*** 
 
Development and Maturity of Marxist International Political Economy. Revisit of 
Lenin’s Theory of Imperialism                                                                                            p. 102 
Zhou Miao 周淼, Marxism Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
 
Material production is the basis of all social practice, and its mode and characteristics 
restrict the general process of the whole society. With thorough adherence to and 
application of such principle Lenin took the concentration and monopoly of 
production as his departure point and systematically examined the nature, 
characteristics and law of motion of the international political and economic relations 
in the age of imperialism. He thus built a scientific theory of imperialism, provides a 
powerful weapon of idea, and pushed forward the socialist practice. At present, 
capitalism has entered the stage of international financial capital monopoly with a 
global system of production. Correspondingly, the meaning and implication of 
financial monopoly capital have changed, leading to new power relations in 
production, ruling mechanism and world order, as well as international political and 
economic movement of contradictions and international relations. Having said that, 
we must have a full and clear understanding of the current situation, accurately grasp 
its implications for the international situation and national security at the times of 
great international competition. In the meantime, we must adhere to the basic 
political and economic system of socialism, plan for national security construction in 
accordance with the changes in in the environment of national security, and actively 
participate in the reform of the global governance system, so as to create a favourable 
external environment for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 
 
 

*** 
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Review of the Sino-Russian Symposium on the 1OOth Anniversary of Lenin’s 
Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism                                                               p. 108 
Shan Chao 单超, World Socialism Research Centre, CASS 
Jia Jia 贾嘉,Marxism Research Institute, CASS 
 

*** 
 

• Society and Voice of the People • 
 

Feedback and Suggestions of University Teachers and Others on Reflections upon 
the 20th Anniversary of the Demise of the Soviet Communist Party and the Soviet 
Union. What the Russians Have to Say (six episodes)    p. 115 
Chi Fangxu 迟方旭, Lanzhou University Law School 


